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“Shichi-go-san” is a celebration for children. On November 15, or on weekends around this
date, parents dress up their seven-year-old girls, five-year-old boys, or three-year-old boys and
girls and take them to shrines in order to pray for their children’s future growth and happiness.
They buy long sticks of red or white candy called “Chitoseame,” wishing that their children
will grow up safe and live long.
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“Suibokuga” is an art form in which everything is depicted in Indian ink. This style of
painting was perfected by the painter and priest Sesshu in thel5th century. “Sansuichokan,”
a long scroll on which the landscape of four seasons is painted, is a representative work by
Sesshu, and is said to be the best work in Indian ink painting. As in many other Japanese arts,
a preference for simplicity and subtlety can be seen in suibokuga.
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Sumo is the time-honored Japanese-style wrestling. Two sumo wrestlers are matched
against each other in a sumo ring. They wear a loincloth and a topknot. If any part of a sumo
wrestler’s body except the soles of his feet touches the ground, or if he is shoved or thrust out
of the ring by his opponent, the sumo wrestler loses a match.
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You feel comfortable when singing songs through a microphone to the accompaniment of
recorded music coming from a karaoke machine. A lot of people go to a building of private
karaoke rooms equipped with a sophisticated karaoke machine. This kind of amusement
facility is called a “karaoke box.”
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(1) && (Typhoon)

A typhoon is a large tropical cyclone. About 30 typhoons develop east of the Philippines
each year. These storms, accompanied by heavy rainfall, can cover areas of up to 800 km
in diameter and generate winds up to 290 km an hour. The typhoon season in Japan runs
from May through October, with most activity from July to September. In Japan, typhoons
are referred to by number. They are given numbers in the order they occur. Typhoons that
hit Japan are often accompanied by damaging high tides. People living in areas close to the
sea are especially at risk. Landslides are also a serious concern during periods of heavy rain.
Conditions for a landslide are particularly dangerous after rain has fallen at a rate of 20 mm or
more an hour or when 100 mm of rain falls nonstop. Warnings are released when forecasters
predict that a storm will cause heavy widespread damage. Remember that typhoons have
“eyes” areas in their center where the weather appears calm. If the eye passes over your area,
it may appear that the storm has finished, with winds then picking up again as the remainder
of the storm arrives. After the storm is over, check for broken glass, fallen trees and downed
power lines which may present safety hazards in and around your home.
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A “linear rainfall belt” is a phenomenon in which developed cumulonimbus clouds are
linked one after another and bring heavy rain. The rainfall belt has a length of about 50 to
300 km. A rainy area with strong precipitation has a width of about 20 to 50 km. When a
large amount of warm, moist air is flowing from the south as if to go around the edge of the
high pressure system, toward the low pressure system, atmospheric conditions are expected
to become extremely unstable. And it is believed that rain clouds develop one after another
due to the prolonged supply of warm, moist air. In this case, people are urged to be on high
alert for landslides, low-lying land inundation, and river flooding. The Meteorological Agency
calls for caution against gusts such as lightning strikes and tornadoes, as well as hail. If there
are signs that a developed cumulonimbus cloud is approaching, such as a sudden cold wind,
find ways to ensure safety. If you can confirm the safety of your surroundings, evacuate to an
evacuation shelter or a nearby sturdy building, or move to the second floor or higher of the
building.



